
F R O M  R E V.  T H O M  L A M B
The image of a Lion trapped in a cage constantly pacing back and forth came into my mind.  Restless and impatient we 
are waiting for some sense of certainty in the face of a global health crisis.   With no clear solution, we might feel like that  
confined lion, longing for the wide open spaces of the savannah, simply pacing the cage.

Bruce Cockburn’s song, Pacing the Cage, speaks to that sense of restless impatience.  The last verse really spoke to me this 
week:  

Sometimes the best map will not guide you
You can’t see what’s ‘round the bend

Sometimes the road leads through dark places
Sometimes the darkness is your friend

Today these eyes scan bleached-out land
For the coming of the outbound stage

Pacing the cage 

It is so easy to be restless in the face of our uncertainty.  When answers are few and questions seem overwhelming, I know I 
have found myself, “pacing the cage.”  St. Augustine in his Confessions writes:

“You stimulate (us) to take pleasure in praising you, 
and our hearts are restless until we find our peace in you.”

That is the key isn’t it?  To find our peace in the very presence of God.  I have found great comfort in the 23rd Psalm.  Most 
of us know it as one of the most beautiful pieces of prose in all the scriptures.  I find it to be an important reminder that no  
matter what may be happening in my life, that I need to trust that God is with me.  Be it dark valleys or green pastures.  
Knowing this Psalm by heart has helped me to at times quell that creeping sense of restlessness.  A couple of weeks ago, 
in preparing for the Evening Prayer service, I found this beautiful paraphrase of the 23rd Psalm, written by Bill and Kristie 
Gaultiere:

We are not alone.  God is with us every step of the way.  May we all find our peace in God’s loving arms.
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The Lord Jesus is my Soul Shepherd
who meets all my needs and makes me smile

He gets me to stop working and to relax
with him in his Father’s loving arms

He takes me into a quiet place
to be still and know that he is God and I am loved

He heals and rejuvenates my whole being
with his grace from the inside out

He holds my hand at the crossroads
and walks me onto the path of life

Even though I go through dark and difficult times
I don’t fear anything bad because you are with me

You discipline me in love and converse patiently with me
to bring out the best in me

You prepare a celebration to bless and honor me
right in front of my enemies

You anoint me with your Spirit to minister to others
out of the overflow of your love to me

I can count on your generous favor and tender mercy
coming to me wherever I go

I will live in the presence of Christ as his beloved
in all things and at all times  



P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N  
Once again, the spotlight this month falls upon Backpack Buddies because we need 
your contributions in order to fulfill our commitment of providing backpacks filled 
with school supplies for 80 students. To that end, school districts in our area have 
included the commitments of local churches in their planning, and have mailed forms 
to families and students so that those in need may sign up for this important service 
- in other words, our help for disadvantaged students is very much counted on. As in 
years past, a donation of $40 in the form of a check made out to Grace Presbyterian 
Church with the memo notation: PW: Backpack Buddies, will buy and fill one  
backpack, but any amount will be greatly appreciated Thank you in advance for caring 
enough to help someone’s youngster succeed!

F E E D  M Y S H E E P 
FMS is a non-profit organization in Temple that provides free meals every day to 
our community’s people in need. Our church supports this wonderful mission 
though monthly monetary donations, providing meals 4-5 times per year and by 
providing toiletries. We cook and serve a hot meal and we make 200 sandwiches 
and assemble 100 sack lunches (2 sandwiches for each lunch bag). Each time we  
provide meals, we serve about 150-200 homeless and low-income people. 
How can you be a part of this mission to our community? 
1) Volunteer to make sandwiches and assemble the sack lunches. Since our building is 
closed, this could be a great opportunity for a family to work together at home. If you 
would like to volunteer to make sandwiches and/or assemble the lunch bags, please 
sign-up with Lori Lamb by Friday, June 19th.
2) Volunteer to transport and serve the hot meal and sack lunches to Feed My Sheep 
on Wednesday, June 24th, from 10:30 am – 12:30 pm. You must sign-up with Lori 
Lamb if you would like to help. We will be wearing masks and gloves.
3) Collect small, individual toiletry items to be handed out with the meals. Items like 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs, nail files or clippers, soap, shampoo/conditioner, 
sunscreen, feminine hygiene products, etc. Please donate individually wrapped or 
sample size items that will easily fit in pockets or backpacks. Toiletries can be left at 
the church in bags marked FMS in Fellowship Hall. 
If you have any questions or would like to save you spot as a volunteer, please contact 
Lori Lamb:  Call or text:  (740) 403-7156 or email:  lorilamb12@gmail.com.

T H E  U N - I N C L U D E D  C L U B
This club is a nonprofit organization that provides after-school and summer program-
ming for at- risk kids in east Temple. Their mission is “to create a positive learning  
environment that fosters improved self-confidence and self-esteem. Children in the 
program are empowered to be un-included from negativity, illiteracy, childhood  
obesity, and giving up.” Among other things, they focus on literacy, building math and 
science skills, urban agriculture and leadership. 
One of their major projects is the Urban Farm, where students grow microgreens, and 
learn about sustainable gardening, nutrition, cooking and healthy eating, as well as 
business principles. Before the coronavirus pandemic, they were selling microgreens 
to local restaurants to help support their other programs.  As part of their focus on 
serving the community, they are now sending 50 salads to Baylor Scott & White  
employees each week, and in April they gave away 50 pounds of food to people in the 
community.  They also have a garden at the Black-
lands Research Facility, where they grow fresh pro-
duce and have plans for a Farmer’s Market.  
Last year, your mission committee provided  
financial support to this great organization, and 
Rev. Thom Lamb and elder Fancy Jezek both serve 
on their board. We hope to be able to continue to 
support this grass roots organization that is making 
a difference in the lives of children in our commu-
nity.  For more information about the Un-included 
club, visit their website at www.unincluded.org, or talk to Rev. Thom or Fancy. 

G R A C E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H J U N E  2 0 2 0

Roger Swaim   6/1
Tom/Mary Anne Dunlap  6/2 (A)
Terri Garmer   6/3
Daniel Johnson   6/3
Liz Callarman/Jeremy V.  6/4 (A)
Amanda Turner   6/4
Sheri Klepac   6/7
Prisca Rabarisoamihomo 6/7
Barbara Ward   6/7
Pat/June Church  6/8 (A)
Andrine Kagu   6/9
Tom Stringfellow  6/9
Daniel/Renee Quinn  6/10 (A)
Linda Eskelin   6/12
Bob/Sara Shull   6/12 (A)
Stacey/Linda Eskelin  6/13 (A)
Thong/Lomnhen Namphong 6/13 (A)
Kirk/Doris Kirkley  6/14 (A)
Kirk Kirkley   6/14
Bill/Lynda Stokes  6/14 (A)
Sam Wilds   6/14
Heather/Vance Royal  6/15 (A)
Doug/Ann Edmondson  6/16 (A)
Peg Spangler   6/16
Richard/Natasha Tolleson 6/16 (A)
David/Sarah Nickerson  6/18 (A)
Pat Wurster   6/18
Chuck Boland   6/19
Helen Mann   6/20
Dave/Sharon Tullis  6/20 (A)
Brandon Namphong  6/21
Laura Stenman   6/21
Doug/Terri Garmer  6/22 (A)
Clarence/Sandy Mason  6/22 (A)
Adam Dlugas   6/24
Clifford/Diana Mayes  6/24 (A)
Randy/Patti Smith  6/24 (A)
Carolyn Jackson   6/25
Bobby/Bonnie Woodard  6/26 (A)
Jean Black   6/27
Margaret Wright  6/27
Mike Petty   6/29
Madeline Keyser  6/30
Chris/Chelsea Stern  6/30 (A)
Natasha Tolleson  6/30
                      (A) = Anniversary

J u n e  B i r t h d a y s  &  A n n i v e r s a r i e s

FA M I LY P R O M I S E
Mark your calendar!  Our next hosting 
week for Family Promise is August 16. 
Watch for more information in the coming 
weeks.  You can help by staying overnight,  
preparing and serving a meal, or help-
ing out with driving. Questions?  Contact  
Martha Tabarlet at  ladylaughsloud@aol.com. 
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Current office hours: Virtual

Youth (grades 6-12) meet regularly on Sunday evenings from 5-7 pm in the Annex,  
unless otherwise noted. There will be NO Youth Group UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. Stay tuned to emails and social media for  
updates.

GenOn East Conference:  GenON is a week long retreat for kids high school through 
college. This year the East Conference takes place July 5-11 in Wheeling, West  
Virginia. If your child is interested in attending, please contact Thom Lamb or  
Maddison Edds. For more information click on the link below: 
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0177/8392/files/GenOn_Youth_Summit_Bro-
chure_2020.pdf?276

W O R S H I P  We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings at 10am via  
Facebook, YouTube or the church website.  We are providing children’s bulletins  
which follow the Sunday’s lectionary text with meaningful and interactive  
coloring pictures, games, word searches and much more. You can  
download these via our children’s ministry web page prior to Sunday’s  
service.  There are two age group bulletins available (younger and older  
children). We encourage you to print these and use them as a way to talk with  
your children about the scripture of the day!  
AT  H O M E  FA M I LY S U N D AY S C H O O L :  Click the link below each week for
Sunday school at home! Each week Sunday school curriculum developer (and former  
summer camp Arts and Crafts director) Dr. Dawn Rundman and her family will host  
Family Sunday School. Each episode presents a lesson based on Lectionary readings that  
families can watch together. The Bible story, illustrations, and other content are based on 
Spark: Activate Faith Lectionary Sunday school lessons. The videos are provided via the 
link below on Youtube, so will stream on any device you may have. The accompanying 
worksheets and coloring pages are an additional free resource for your family! Please let 
Chelsea know if you have any questions!
https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-school/

T H U R S D AY FA M I LY D E V O T I O N A L : T h e  F r u i t  o f  t h e  S p i r i t - Tune-in to Facebook 
or Youtube on Thursday mornings at 10am for a Family Devotional lead by our Director 
of Children’s Ministry, Chelsea Stern.  These will be short devotionals for children and  
families around the FRUIT of THE SPIRIT.  We could all use more LOVE, JOY, PEACE,  
PATIENCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS and SELF-CONTROL right 
now!  Join Chelsea as she explores a different fruit of the Spirit each week. 

C h i l d r e n ’ s  M i n i s t r y  M ay  l O O K  d i f f e r e n t  r i g h t  n O w  – 
b u t  w e  a r e  s t i l l  i n  M i n i s t r y  t O g e t h e r  i n  M a n y  way s ! 
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O N E  G R E AT  H O U R  O F  S H A R I N G  ( O G H S  O F F E R I N G )
WOW church family!!  What a wonderful response we had to this  

special offering! Thanks to your generous donations we will be   
sending $3,075.00 to Presbyterian Missions. The One Great  

Hour of Sharing offering (OGHS) goes to feed the hungry, help  
with disaster relief and community development. The Mission  

Committee would like to thank all of you who participated in  
this special offering. Grace is truly a loving church.
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Sunday Service Times
10 AM online until further
notice

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504

PLACE LABEL HERE

   7  pm  Wednesday EVENING prayer service
 10 am  MORNING worship service

DEVOTIONS EACH MONDAY AND FRIDAY
 

Watch services online...

JOIN US online each week
STAY CONNECTED
Not receiving the weekly Messenger? Let us add you to receive our weekly 
Messenger that tells what is coming up each week and in the future.  This is 
also where we will send changes to worship times/services as well as any noti-
fications of member news. 
Do you receive this monthly Grace Notes? Want to change the method in 
which you receive this monthly Grace Notes? We can add you to receive by 
email or mail. If you wish to be removed from receiving it, please let us know as 
well. As always, it is available on our website as well.  
Have you moved, made an address or phone change?  We need your help to 
keep our membership records accurate.  Please let the church office know if 
you change your home address, email address, cell phone, or if you replaced 
your land line with a cell phone.  
To make any of the above change, contact Sharon in the church office at 
office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134.  
We have multiple ways for you to GIVE to Grace:
• Online giving is now available. Click HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane and drop  

it in the  mailbox. No need to get out of the car!
• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 76504

Thank you for being a cheerful giver!

 Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our 
website.  Click the links above or visit us:

Facebook: @gpctemple
Online: www.gpctemple.org

M U S I C  M I N I S T RY Thank you to our music staff and members who have worked so hard these past weeks to bring music  
to our online  worship services. We look forward to the day when we will be together making music again! Until then we know 
you are all singing and praising God with us on Wednesdays and Sundays and we are holding you all in prayer.  Music Ministry 
Staff: Chelsea Stern, Brian Tanaka and Josh Essary
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